Lessons from the Samaritans - Oak Ridge, July 19, 2020 [July 3, 2017 (TV Program from 6-06-05)]
I have not traveled the world like many of you have, but I have been able to learn about other cultures. One of those ways has been through basketball, believe it or not.
· My Mexican friend Adrian taught me how to play basketball in California when I was 9 years old. We lived in Petaluma, California at the time. It was great because all nationalities and colors were in our schools and our neighborhood, with no racism.
· I did not High School Basketball – but I played a lot of summer league basketball with my Jewish friends and against a lot of guys of color. You always want to be accepted by the best athletes, and once you are, it breaks down the walls between races. They see you as a ball player, no matter the color of your skin.

· Went to school in Syracuse - My main school was the SUNY-ESF, but got a dual degree from Syracuse as well. I walked on and made the SUNY-ESF Basketball team and ended up starting and being captain of the team. And every chance I got I would play at the Syracuse rec center where football and basketball players from the Syracuse team would play, continuing to want to play with the best athletes and to be accepted by them.
· After Syracuse I worked on an EPA contract in Messina, NY on the St Laurence River – Helping the Mohawk Indians with contamination on their reservation from an auto manufacturing plant next door. They would invite me and a friend, Rick, to play with their best athletes. Again a mutual respect at playing good basketball with no regard to race. Also – Niagra Falls, NY – Another friend and colleague Luke, who played college football at the University of Colorado, and I found a packed gym where guys were playing basketball with many waiting to play. Luke, a fair skinned redhead and me, walked in as the only white guys in the gym. Eventually we got a chance to play and were able to bond with all these guys because they accepted us based on our basketball abilities and not our skin color.

· After Beth and I were married, my Puerto Rican friends invited me to play basketball with them in Queens, NY. Some challenging basketball battles that I will never forget.

· Then we moved to Tennessee – Gene and others invited me to play with friends of color and guys from coal mining families in Oliver Springs. We were all basketball players, accepting of each other regardless of our backgrounds.
· The last two years I have been blessed with good health so that I have been able to play with my Daniel’s basketball team in Georgia. We have a team of wonderful guys from different backgrounds and play against teams of various diversities.
These 50 years of life lessons have enhanced the idea to me that no matter what a person’s background or color, we can always learn from each other and appreciate each other. 
Hatred between Jews and Samaritans

In 722 B.C. Assyria conquered Israel and took most of its people into captivity. The invaders then brought in Gentile colonists “from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and from Sepharvaim” (2 Kin. 17:24) to resettle the land. The foreigners brought with them their pagan idols, which the remaining Jews began to worship alongside the God of Israel (2 Kings 17:29-41). Intermarriages also took place (Ezra 9:1-10:44; Nehemiah 13:23-28). Meanwhile, the southern kingdom of Judah fell to Babylon in 600 B.C. Its people, too, were carried off into captivity. But 70 years later, a remnant of 43,000 was permitted to return and rebuild Jerusalem. The people who now inhabited the former northern kingdom—the Samaritans—vigorously opposed the repatriation and tried to undermine the attempt to reestablish the nation. For their part, the full-blooded, monotheistic Jews detested the mixed marriages and worship of their northern cousins. So walls of bitterness were erected on both sides and did nothing but harden for the next 550 years. There are countless modern parallels to the Jewish-Samaritan enmity—indeed, wherever peoples are divided by racial and ethnic barriers. Perhaps that’s why the Gospels and Acts provide so many instances of Samaritans coming into contact with the message of Jesus. It is not the person from the radically different culture on the other side of the world that is hardest to love, but the nearby neighbor whose skin color, language, rituals, values, ancestry, history, and customs are different from one’s own. Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans. With whom do you have no dealings'?  The Word in Life Study Bible, New Testament Edition, (Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville; 1993), pp. 340-341

Lessons from the Samaritans 

1. THE WOMAN AT THE WELL (John 4:1-42) 

· Jesus goes to the city of Samaria and asks a Samaritan woman for a drink (John 4:3-8). 
· Jews had no dealings with Samaritans and were racially prejudiced against them (John 4:9, 8:48). 
· Jesus teaches about living water, which the Samaritan woman wants (John 4:9-15). 
· Jesus teaches about the coming of worship in spirit and truth (John 4:20-26). 
· Notice the disciple’s reaction in John 4:27. It seems that they marveled that he talked with a woman.
· Notice that the woman leaves her water pot (John 4:28). 
· The spiritual harvest is more important than food and drink (John 4:27-38). Jesus has not eaten but teaches about spiritual food. Jesus knows the harvest is ready to gather - a reference to those in Samaria who would believe. 
· Many of the Samaritans believe based on the woman’s testimony (John 4:39). 
· Many more believed because of His own word (John 4:41). 
· Notice later Jesus stays two days with these who the Jews despised (John 4:40).

The Samaritans had believing hearts (John 4:39-42). 
· They had good hearts because they checked what Jesus said and who he was (John 4:42).
· They seem to have been waiting for the Messiah (John 4:25, 42). 
· There is no record of Jesus performing any miracles or miraculous healings.

2. THE GOOD SAMARITAN (Luke 10:25-37)

· Thieves strip a man of his clothes and leave him half dead (Luke 10:30). 
· A priest passes by on the other side of the road (Luke 10:31). A Levite also passes on the other side of the road (Luke 10:32). A Samaritan has compassion, bandaged his wounds, puts him on his animal, brings him to an inn, and takes care of him. 
· He even pays for any expenses (Luke 10:33-35). The true neighbor is the one who shows mercy. Not the priest or the Levite who were hypocrites, but a look down upon Samaritan. Jesus tells the lawyer to go and do likewise.  
3. PARABLE OF THE TEN LEPERS (Luke 17:11-19)

· The grateful leper returned and glorified God (Luke 17:15). 
· The only grateful leper was from Samaria (Luke 17:16). 
· The grateful leper fell on his face at the feet of Jesus, giving thanks (Luke 17:16). 
· Because the grateful leper had acceptable faith, he was healed (Luke 17:19).

4. PHILIP GOES TO THE SAMARITANS (Acts 8:4-12)

· Philip preaches Christ to those of Samaria after the NT church (or Kingdom) has come (Acts 8:5). 
· The multitudes heeded the teaching of Philip, hearing and seeing miracles which he did (Acts 8:6-8). 
· The Samaritans (including Simon the sorcerer) believed Philip’s teaching of the Kingdom and the name of Jesus Christ. Both men and women were baptized (Acts 8:12-13). 
5. CONCLUSION
It should be obvious to us all that Jesus loved and provided for the Samaritans, like He loved anyone (Acts 1:8, 8:14). 
· Are you like the Samaritans today?  Are you eager to find the Messiah? Are looking for the truth? 
· Are you grateful to Jesus for dieing for you so you can be healed of your sins like the Samaritan leper?
· Are you sincere in your care for your fellow man when they are in need like the good Samaritan?
· When you hear the Word of Christ preached, do you then obey that word like the Samaritans? 
If you are in need of a Savior today, why not turn from your sinful life and turn to God and have your sins washed away in baptism (Matthew 28:18-20)?

We all need to learn lessons from the Samaritans and from all people we encounter in our lives. We need to be like the Samaritans in order to both enter the Kingdom of God and lead productive lives for the Lord! 
