Loudon church of Christ, Loudon, TN, Monday (5-21-18)

LISTEN TO THE BIRDS! 

[PP 1] Read Genesis 1:20-23, Job 12:7-10 - We will do what the text in Job tells us to do tonight. We will try to listen and see the evidences of God from the birds around us.

AMAZING BIRDS - [PP 2-17 Bird Slides] 

Hummingbirds (3), Avocets (2), Black Skimmer (shock absorber on neck), 

Cowbird [Nest parasitism (2)], Red-bellied woodpecker (suet), 

Tufted titmouse (window open, using Morris’s hair for nest material and then Poncho hair), 

Loggerhead Shrikes [storing impaled prey in times of plenty (2)], 

Mockingbird (scare behavior), 

Black Ducks (2): Adapt to hunting in migration and on wintering grounds, stars to navigate. In wintering grounds they adapt their behavior to hunting by staying on safe ponds during the day and feeding on the mudflats at night, when no hunting is allowed. 
Some questions I would like you to keep in mind during our study are: Who taught them these things? Who provides for them? (Luke 12:24)
[PP 18] *Good Science: Observable and Reproducible. We can use good science to see God. *The Choices we have when we observe animals: (1) Learned behavior (ability to learn provided by a God), (2) Chance (evolutionary processes), or (3) Instinct and Intelligence provided by a God. *We can use good science, even if it is completed by evolutionists!
SUMMARIZE RESEARCH - [PP 19-31 – Bird Slides]

Steller’s eiders: unknown until a few years ago where they went during the winter. 30,000 of them were found on springs in the interior of Alaska. Their body heat and motion keep the springs from freezing over (Pretty smart birds!), 

Herons can bate fish and use bait like bread, 

At. Puffin (Auklet family), Common Murre + Colony - Parents can find young in a colony of thousands of identical birds! 

Common Tern, ever watch a large flock of birds. And someone scares them and they fly up and off. Do you ever see any of them flying into each other. An amazing thing is how they fly and not run into one another. 

NESTING BEHAVIOR – [PP 32-76 Bird Slides]
Red-winged Blackbird males in Hardin Valley on March 1 without fail. How did they learn how to sing songs to attract mates or when to wait for mates? Notice that God is aware of them (Deuteronomy 22:6, Proverbs 27:8).
YEWA, LOSH, MODO: Who taught young adults how to make a nest or how to choose a nest or a nest site? Most birds nest in their first year. The parents are not around when this is done! They cannot be taught by them! The only logical answer is God gave them the knowledge! And you know what, when they make a nest it is always the right one. A yellow warbler always makes a yellow warbler nest. The same is true for the shrike and the dove. Many species can be identified by their nest!

How can they choose the proper nest or a nest site? The only logical answer is God gave them the knowledge (Jeremiah 48:28, Mark 4:30-32)!
Nests: Acorn Woodpecker: some nest in trees; Red-bellied nest in tree within one day; Bluebirds: Take readily to boxes; house with two nests; decorative bird box; Beth holding chickadee; chickadee nest, chickadee nest in electric insulator; Carolina wren cardboard nest box, in Headphones, in basement, fledged by Beth, then in same decorative bird box on the porch; Red-shouldered Hawks, Golden eagles (200 yr old nest); How does each type of bird know where to make their nest? (Deuteronomy 32:11, Job 39:26-30, Obadiah 1:4) God is the answer!

Ospreys - nest on electric wires (sometimes die of electrocution, story of the power poles/shorting electric/flags). God has made some animals not very smart (Job 39:13-18). 
Ducks - wigeon/gadwall ducks: migrate just in time for food in winter (seeds/clams/snails), food in summer (bugs/insects) > protein for young. Are they this smart by pure chance? 

Black skimmers have almost no nest at all and babies know to hide in sand – How? 

Burrowing Owls: nest in burrows of other animals. 
God is aware of all species of birds because He created them all and gave them their intelligence and instincts (Deuteronomy 14:11-20)!
When did they decide to evolve this behavior?

Man still is learning about God’s creation! Let’s look at three examples of this.
PP 77 – Keen’s Mouse and Rhinoceros Auklet - For years scientists could not figure out why there were fewer and fewer auklets. They discovered that a tiny deer mouse had been eating their eggs. The eggs are twice as big as these mice, however the mice have figured out how to hold the egg, puncture a hole in it, and eat the contents.

PP 78 – Marbled Murrelets - after 100 years of searching, in 1974 a logger found that 

murrelets nest in the top of evergreen trees on the west coast. Not only that, when the young are hatched the tiny babies have to make a trip of up to a 20 miles to the coast on their very first journey (Psalm 84:1-4).
PP 79 – January 2018 - Three Australian predatory birds, including vultures — are known not only for lurking on the fringes of fires but also for snatching up smoldering grasses or branches and using them to kindle fresh flames, to smoke out mammal and insect prey
[PP80] Back to Job 12:7-10. Are these evidences of Chance or of an awesome and powerful God? 
PP 81-83 CLOSING

A neat thought is that even a sparrow has God to watch over him and provide for him (Matthew 6:25-26, 10:29-31). If He watches them, surely He is watching you tonight. 

Are you at peace with your Creator? Have your sins been washed away through obedience to His commandments (Mark 16:15-16)? Are you diligently serving Him? 

Listen to the birds and they will tell you about the Creator who wants you to obey Him and follow Him!
Let us know how we can help you as we stand and sing.
